
Students of the Month 

December 

Casey Randolph 

&  

Isabella Niemeyer 

See page 4 

********************************* 

Important Dates 

12/3 Hanukkah Begins 

12/4 PTA MTG  

12/21 Christmas Parties 

12/21 Last Day of School 

12/25 Merry Christmas 

12/31 Happy New Year 

1/8 Students Return to 

School 

 

 

 

Dear Families, 

Albert Einstein taught us that “Learning is experience. Everything else is just 

information.” Our students are immersed in diverse and shared learning 

experiences every day because of the many wonderful programs and initiatives 

that happen at Maryville School. But we couldn’t do it without the positive 

partnership with our parents! I want you to look at my message about the 

5Essentials Survey on page 2 for important information on how you can help 

Maryville continue to improve. Your voice does matter at Maryville! 

It is difficult to believe winter is here. We are already talking about snow days, 

presents, the Elf on the Shelf, candy canes, Rudolph, and of course, Santa 

Claus!  

We ask that you ensure your child arrives to school each day dressed 

appropriately for the colder weather. Additionally, remember that tardies and 

chronic truancy not only will affect your child, but trickles down to our school 

and our district, too. Being in school every day is vital for success for your child, 

our school and our district!  GCSD9 has implemented a monthly Perfect 

Attendance Incentive in partnership with Granite City Cinema. We have already 

given away, twice, a family four pack of movie tickets, beverages, popcorn, and 

tour of the Granite City Cinema! We will continue to randomly award this prize 

each month to students who have perfect attendance for that month! Please 

see page 6 for a letter from a student’s family who won for the month of 

October. 

In closing, I wish you a joyous Holiday Season. I hope that you enjoy time with 

your family and friends, and during the winter break, you reflect on all the 

positives you bring to us at Maryville School! 

Respectfully,    

Mark Lull                                                                                                                  
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The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) released our annual School Report Card on Oct. 31. The Report Card shows how 

well our school is progressing on a wide range of educational goals.  

Maryville 1-2 Center received a designation of Lowest Performing. 

We will continue to collect data and evidence comparing our current organizational and instructional practices to the seven 

standards and indicators that are the hallmarks of successful schools.  

The four possible school designations are:  

 
School Designations 

Exemplary Commendable Underperforming Lowest-Performing 

Performance in the top 
10% of all schools 

High schools with gradu-
ation rate higher than 
67% 

No underperforming stu-
dent groups at or 
below the “all stu-
dents” group in the 
lowest-performing 
5% of all schools 

Eligible to apply to serve 
as an IL-EMPOWER 
Learning Partner 

Performance not in the 
top 10% of all 
schools 

High schools with gradu-
ation rate higher than 
67% 

No underperforming stu-
dent groups at or 
below the “all stu-
dents” group in the 
lowest-performing 
5% of all schools 

Eligible to apply to serve 
as an IL-EMPOWER 
Learning Partner 

One or more student 
groups underper-
forming at or below 
the “all students” 
group in the lowest-
performing 5% of all 
schools; groups must 
have at least 20 stu-
dents in at least three 
indicators 

Completes a Work Plan 
for School Improve-
ment and provided 
targeted support 
through IL-
EMPOWER process 

In the lowest-performing 
5% of Title I eligible 
schools statewide 

High schools with gradu-
ation rate at or below 
67% 

Completes a Work Plan 
for School Improve-
ment and provided 
comprehensive sup-
port through IL-
EMPOWER process 

We at Maryville 1-2 Center hold high expectations for all students, and we believe eve-
ry student can meet our expectations with the right supports. The state’s new support 
and accountability system is designed to provide each school the supports and re-
sources we need to reach our goals. Thank you for your continued partnership to ensure 
every child at Maryville is thriving! To help us thrive we ask that you participate in the 
5Essentials Parental Survey. This survey is a comprehensive, evidenced-based tool de-
signed to drive improvement in schools. This system—which includes a diagnostic sur-
vey, scoring, reporting, and training—is an x-ray for schools and districts that identifies 
areas of strength and those in need of support. Equipped with this tool, I, your princi-
pal, will be better positioned to drive improvement efforts. You can locate the survey 
at: 

http://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent 



 

 

Tardiness:  

Being on time is a life skill important to each student’s future, and Maryville school shares the responsibil-
ity to teach the importance of this skill. Tardiness of individual students interrupts instructional time for all 
students. Promptness to class allows the teachers to begin the instruction on time for everyone. Tardi-
ness to class is defined as not being physically in the room at 8:10 am. We understand there can be dis-
ruptions to one’s morning routine, but excessive tardiness will result in loss of lunchtime recess. 

MARYVILLE SCHOOL’S NURSE’S CORNER 

Lice Bulletin to Parents from Nurse Hamilton 

Parents need to be the first line of defense against head lice. Parents need to regularly 

check their child’s head for head lice. Lice are tiny, wingless insects that do not fly or jump. 

They are about 1 or 2 cm long and are grayish-brown color. An adult louse can lay about 10 eggs a day, also 

called nits. Nits are tiny grayish or white flecks that are at the base of the hair shaft, sometimes it is mistaken for 

dandruff. Nits are difficult to remove whereas dandruff will flake off. If you discover lice on your child, he/she 

will need to be treated with a topical lice medicine. Use the medicine according to manufacture guidelines. Use a 

fine-tooth comb to remove the bugs and nits from the hair. Before your child may return to school, the nurse 

will need to check his/her hair. It is the parents responsibility to check and remove the nits daily. Wash all bed-

ding in hot water and dry in the clothes dryer. Vacuum your home and furniture. Put stuffed toys in a sealed 

plastic bag for 2 weeks. Remind your child to not use other student’s hats, scarfs, or hair accessories. 

  Reminder: The telephones at Maryville will not be switched on until business hours 

of 7:30AM. If you call before this time please leave a message., or call back during 

normal business hours. 

*********************************************************************************** 

Volunteer Forms:  This is a great time to renew your volunteer/background check. If you think 

yours is about to expire, please complete and submit a new form.  Background checks are good 

for three (3) years. Be ready for next school year and have your volunteer/background checks 

completed early! 

*********************************************************************************** 

Lost & Found: Please come to school and look through our Lost & 

Found bin for any item your child has forgotten to bring home.  All 

items unclaimed will be donated.   



Maryville’s Students of the Month— December 

Casey Randolph    &  Isabella Niemeyer 

Casey Randolph 

Casey is always in a good mood and friendly to 

everyone. He also is one of the best helpers for 

teachers and other students. Every day he can be 

seen helping another student with their work or 

doing a job in the classroom. Casey also works 

hard during class and sets a great example for oth-

ers! We are lucky to have him in our classroom. 

—Mr. Tom Miller, 2nd Grade Teacher 

Isabella Niemeyer 

Isabella reminds me of the word “Joy!” She is always 

happy, sweet, and kind. Isabella is everyone’s friend. 

I’m thankful that Isabella is in my class! 

—Mrs. Jackie Dowdy, 1st Grade Teacher 

Way to go, Star Students! 

We are proud of you 

both! 

 



**************************************************************************************************************** 

 Classroom Students of the Month 

1st Grade 

Mrs. Blomme - Zoe Fish (2nd) 

Mrs. Connolly -  Trevan Pittenger-Corrow 

Ms. Cox -  Trace Bridgeman 

Mrs. Dowdy -  Isabella Niemeyer 

Mrs. Lambert -  Ryleigh Horvath 

Mrs. McMillian -  Tyler Potter 

Mrs. Medlin -  Gianni Davis 

Mrs. Mineman -  Kathryn Long 

Mr. Schreiber - Baden Diez (2nd) 

Mrs. Sitton  - Alexis Chavez 

Mrs. Whitaker - Brooklyn Cave 

2nd Grade 

Mrs. Bremer -  Kenna Scheffer 

Ms. Cooper -  Cavon Ford 

Mr. Miller -  Casey Randolph 

Mrs. Moss -  Matthew Parrot 

Mrs. Pirtle -  Hadlee Perry 

Mrs. Popmarkoff -  Kaylee Wood 

Mrs. Quick -  Genevieve Harper 

Mrs. Rosenburg -  Rocellia Funez 

 

Congratulations to these fine students who always display the character traits of a Maryville Mustang! We are proud of each 

of you! 

**************************************************************************************************************** 

BUS QUESTIONS 

Wondering when the school bus arrives at your child’s stop? Is the bus late arriving home? Call Illinois Central Bus 

Company at 618.797.0700 for all of your school 

bus questions. 

 



ROAR—Reach Out And Read 

Each Wednesday our second graders will enjoy our ROAR program. We implemented the Reach Out And Read 

(ROAR) program last school year, and were impressed with the gains in our students’ fluency in reading. Communi-

ty volunteers come to Maryville’s computer lab and listen to our children read a book at their individual reading lev-

el. We invite grandmas, grandpas, moms, dads, and business owners, and more to participate as volunteers each 

Wednesday morning from 7:30AM to 8:05AM. The children create a bond with their “reading buddies,” and look 

forward to seeing them each week. To volunteer call Maryville School’s office at 618-931-2044, or stop in to com-

plete a volunteer form. Our valuable volunteers have nothing but wonderful comments about the program, but 

more importantly, about our children at Maryville! 

 

 

A Letter to Maryville School from the Branding Family 

Dear Maryville School, 

We would like to express our gratitude for the amazing attendance prize we received for Nathan’s perfect attend-

ance for the month of October. We really enjoyed the movie passes, popcorn, and soda. Our favorite part was the 

private tour of the theatre and Nathan having the privilege of using the cinema equipment to start a movie. 

 

Our family appreciates the community working with the school district to promote the importance of good attend-

ance. 

Thanks again! 

The Branding Family 

 

                                                                                                                        

 



School Hours 

Students Arrive—7:30 

Breakfast—7:30 

Warning Bell—8:05 

Class Begins—8:10 

Lunch—11:30-12:30 

Dismissal—2:25 

Character Education 

JOYFUL 

WE FIND THE JOY IN LIFE AND IN EACH OTHER 

I am a Maryville Mustang building Character through everyday ac-

tions at home and at school. I will be joyful by doing my part to make 

my school and my community better by showing that I care, and by 

being a friend to all. I will help others to be people of character.  

 

NO DOGS AT ARRIVAL OR DISMISSAL  

  

Please refrain from bringing your dog near the school during arrival and dismissal, as we have 

children who are allergic to pets, and while I’m sure your dogs are wonderful with kids and peo-

ple, we cannot predict how a dog will react when there are crowds of people and a lot of move-

ment.  I’m sure you have heard of instances of dogs biting other people who have never bitten 

because the dog perceived someone as a threat, or a child moved too quickly toward the dog.  I 

would not want an unfortunate situation to happen to anyone.  Thank you so much for your co-

operation. 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 

Homework & Reading 

Please go over your child’s homework each night and sign the agenda book. Research has proven 

that children whose parents read to them perform better in school and become lifelong read-

ers! Our goal is to have every student reach 100+ books for I.R.P. this year! 

********************************************************************************************* 

MARYVILLE SCHOOL’S MOTTO 

Together Everyone Achieves More! 

 

 

 
 


